
 Questioning Comprehension Speaking & Listening 

 

Chalk Talk Mystery Piece Fishbowl 

Students carry on a “silent discussion” by writing responses to ques-

tions regarding important issues, and reading and responding to 

their classmates’ comments. 

Students share initial impressions of a piece (text or media).  Then, 

they participate in activities to activate background knowledge, 

practice close reading techniques, and integrate new learning with 

prior knowledge. 

Students are arranged in two circles, one within the other.  The 

inner group participates in a discussion on a prepared topic, while 

the larger outer group observes the interaction, taking notes on 

pre-established processes (group dynamic, discussion technique, 

etc.)..  

 Jigsaw Mystery Quotes 

 

Divide a text into sections.  Assign each section to a group member, 

who reads it and summarizes important points.  All  group members 

share their  findings with each other, and all reflect on the full  

piece. 

Students are given or assigned a quote (Sentence, passage, etc.).  

They tape the quote to a partner’s back  without reading it to 

them.  Students mingle in the classroom, giving other student’s 

hints about the quote taped to their backs.  In generating the  

hints, students need to analyze the essence of the quote. 

 

Checking for Understanding Getting the Gist Carousel Brainstorming 

A variety of strategies that enable a teacher to assess whether or 

not students are meeting learning targets.    Strategies include guid-

ed practice, direct questioning, and table tags, among others. 

Students read a text, and isolate the most important vocabulary 

words from the text.  In summarizing the words, they explain their 

importance to the text and therefore establish their understanding 

of the text. 

Provide groups with a list of questions.  Have small groups brain-

storm responses, discuss and choose best responses, share find-

ings with the group 

Word Wall Vocabulary Strategies Hosted Gallery Walk 

A wall in the classroom displays large cards with vocabulary words 

and definitions.    Students see the words daily, and a variety of 

activities can be employed to utilize the word wall. 

A variety of strategies that promote vocabulary acquisition the a 

process in which the teacher : Introduce and activate word mean-

ings, Presents words in a variety of contexts;  Provides multiple 

opportunities to learn and expand on meanings;  Promote active 

and generative processing;  Provide ongoing assessment and com-

munication of progress 

Students work in small groups to answer a question and create a 

visual representation of their response.  Then, groups are re-

formed to contain members of each of the original groups.  

 

Learning Logs Admit/Exit Tickets Share and Debrief 

Students write on an assigned topic for a specific amount of time 

(answering a question, checking for understanding or determining 

prior knowledge).  Then, in small groups, students share their learn-

ing logs. 

Upon entrance, students briefly fill out a card/paper answering a 

question from a previous lesson OR students are required to com-

plete a brief assessment activity and submit it prior to leaving class 

Student  share learning based on assigned question/activity and 

teacher asks developing questions based on respionses to further 

assess comprehension/develop student learning. 

Peer Critique  Word Cafe 

A student presents their work, along with a request for feedback 

(area of confusion, something that the student is struggling with).  

Following a specific  process, students provide encouragement and 

suggestions for improvement. 

 

Students are placed in small groups  and a leader is assigned.  

Students discuss a specific topic or question, and the leader rec-

ords the conversation.  After a specific period of time, groups 

rotate except for the leader.  Once all groups have rotated 

through, the leaders all report the results of the conversation to 

the full class. 
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Toolkit for Teachers: Learning Protocols 


